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JULY



ENERGY ALLOCATION 
WORKSHOP

The Barbados Association of Non-Governmental Organizations (BANGO) in 
partnership with the Ministry of Labour, Social Security and Third Sector and the 
Ministry of Energy and Business held a meeting on 18th July 2023, to facilitate the 
discussion on the allocation of renewable energy for the Third Sector and to receive 
an update on Third Sector Organizations (TSOs) applications. The meeting also 
explored opportunities on how TSOs can collaborate to take advantage of the 
allocation.
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GENERAL 
MEETING

On July 27th, 2023, CYEN in Barbados had its 15th 

general meeting for the year. At this meeting, 

members discussed the Barbados Youth 

Development Council (BYDC) elections, the year of 

the youth meeting and the upcoming Barbados 

International Coastal Cleanup (BICC).
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Beach scouting for the 
Barbados International 
Coastal Cleanup (BICC) 
2023 & A Meet and Greet 
with CYEN Dominican 
Members
In preparation for the 2023 Barbados 
International Coastal Cleanup (BICC), 
members of the CYEN Barbados chapter 
scouted some of the island’s beaches on 
July 31st, 2023. The scouting exercise 
allowed the chapter to identify beaches 
that were in desperate need of cleaning. 
Additionally, the members later meet with 
CYEN Dominican members where they 
learnt more about each other and what 
activities the chapter in Dominica has 
planned for the remainder of the year.
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AUGUST



Civil Society Organization 
(CSO) Engagement with United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) COP-28 
High Level Champion, HE Ms. 
Razan Al Mubarak

Ms. Shannon Weekes, National Coordinator in 

Barbados, attended a high level 90-minute 

engagement with the UAE’s COP-28 High Level 

Champion, HE Ms. Razan Al Mubarak which was 

hosted by the Prime Minister’s Office on August 
10th, 2023. During this 90-minute talk, CYEN and a 

few selected CSOs had the opportunity to 

express perspectives on global climate action 

and give input to the international Climate 
Change COP process. Discussions ranged from 

youth involvement and participation to climate 

awareness and education from the global south 

perspective. 7



Sagicor Life Internship Cleanup 

CYEN in Barbados collaborated with 

Sagicor Life Inc. to execute a beach 

cleanup on 13th August 2023 at Oistins 

Beach as part of their internship 

Programme. The cleanup had 34 

participants who removed 181.46kgs of 

debris from the beach.
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Island of Adventure Summer 
Camp Presentation 

On August 16th, 2023, 
members of CYEN dove into 
climate action with interactive 
presentations on greenhouse 
gasses and reducing our 
carbon footprint. The children 
of the camp also learned the 
ropes on tackling plastic 
pollution and the art of 
responsible waste disposal. 
From crafting greenhouse gas 
models to creating impactful 
posters and repurposing 
bottle caps, every moment 
was a step towards a greener 
future.



Summer Internship
During the summer, CYEN hosted a 
summer intern from the University of 
Chicago, Sanya Bhartiya, from June 
20th - August 18th, 2023. During the 
internship, Sanya worked alongside 
CYEN members in Barbados to 
undertake community conversations 
with youth between the ages of 12-29 
to get their perspectives on and 
awareness of climate change and 
climate justice, with the goal of 
creating and submitting policy briefs to 
different ministries. Interviews were 
conducted with youth from secondary 
schools, youth organizations and 
organizations affiliated with youth. 



Civil Society Organization 90-minute 
talk

On 23rd August 2023, the National 
Coordinator in Barbados, Shannon Weekes, 
represented CYEN at a Civil Society 
Organization (CSO) 90-minute talk organized 
by the Prime Minister’s Office in Barbados. 
During the talk, various CSO’s had the 
opportunity to learn more about the Institute 
for Governance & Sustainable Development 
(IGSD) from their founder and President, Mr. 
Durwood Zaelke and their Director of the 
Paris Office, Ms. Maxime Beaugrand as well 
as various projects some of the organizations 
are currently undertaking or would have 
carried out in the past relating to climate 
change and action. 
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The Ministry of Youth, Sports 
and Community 
Empowerment Summer Camps 
presentations

The Ministry of Youth, Sports, and Community 
Empowerment, in collaboration with the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), recently 
coordinated a series of climate change 
workshops through the 2023 National Summer 
Camp Programme. During the period of August 
22nd-25th 2023, the Caribbean Youth 
Environment Network (CYEN) in Barbados 
facilitated six (6) 1-hour sessions. The climate 
change workshops were facilitated by the 
following CYEN representatives: National 
Coordinator in Barbados, Ms. Shannon Weekes, 
Finance Officer, Mr. Jabari Jones, Administrative 
and Logistics Officer, Ms. Jahdae Parris and 
member, Ms. Xinara Bascombe. The six (6) 
climate change workshops brought together 87 
students between the ages of 7 and 11 who 
were educated on Climate Change and the 3 R's 
and encouraged to enter the Recycled Art 
Showcase Competition.
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SEPTEMBER



Radio interviews 
for BICC 2023 on 

Slam 101.1 FM
On Thursday September 14th and Monday 
2nd October, the Administrative and 
Logistics Officer, Jahdae Parris and the 
National Coordinator, Shannon Weekes 
had radio interviews with radio host Nikita 
Herbert and DJ Salt respectively, about the 
Barbados International Coastal Cleanup. 
During the interviews, the representatives 
were engaged about the organization, 
environmental matters and the Barbados 
International Coastal Cleanup (BICC).
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Barbados International 
Coastal Cleanup (BICC) 

2023
From September 16th to October 22nd, 
2023, the Barbados Chapter held its 
annual event, “Barbados International 
Coastal Cleanup (BICC).” During BICC 
this year, 18 beaches were cleared of 
marine debris by more than four hundred 
(400+) participants from as young as 5. 
Participants cleared 1828.03kgs of marine 
debris from our beaches with some 
unusual finds being: a car bumper, a gas 
bottle, a toilet seat, a tongue depressor, 
a car jack and hair extensions. This year 
the top 10 items of local concern are:

Plastic/foam pieces (6,696), Plastic bottle 
caps (4,775), Plastic beverage bottles 
(3,190), Food wrappers (1,717), 
Construction material (1,538), Plastic 
plates & cups (1,026), Metal bottle caps 
(1,000), Glass beverage bottles (938), 
Foam packaging (936).



Plastics Drawdown workshop
The Government of Barbados in partnership with Common Seas is 

developing a Plastics Drawdown Roadmap for Barbados to assist 

with identifying the necessary policies and actions to significantly 

reduce the associated negative impacts of plastics pollution. In this 

regard, a workshop was held on September 20th, 2023, where CYEN 

was represented by Shannon Weekes. During the workshop, it was 

disclosed that in 2021, nearly 15,000 tonnes of plastic waste was 

generated in Barbados which is ~ 0.14kg per person per day and 

from the data, it is projected that 4,174 tonnes of plastics will leak 
into Barbados’ environment yearly if policies/actions are not taken. 

Additionally, different approaches to tackle plastic pollution in 

Barbados were discussed and 2 roadmaps were drafted. These 

roadmaps will help create a draft action plan for Barbados and 

how it tackles plastic pollution. Barbados’ action plan will also have 
global relevance as it will feed into the global plastics treaty 

currently being developed. 
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OCTOBER



Interview with PhD student Fabiola 
Espanoza 

On Monday 2nd October, PhD student, at 
the Lund University Centre for 
Sustainability Studies, Fabiola Espanoza 
interviewed members of the CYEN in 
Barbados. Fabiola is collaborating with 
the University of the West Indies to 
conduct research on how Barbadians, 
including the youth, perceive changes 
that affect their livelihoods, including 
climate change. Fabiola has interviewed 
fishers, fish vendors as well as tourist 
vendors in the Oistins and Speightstown 
area. During the interview, she asked 
CYEN members about the issues affecting 
them and their families and how they 
have adapted to cope with these 
challenges. 
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Archipelagic and Island States 
Forum 

The Deputy National 
Coordinator, Mr. Kimar Hinds 
attended the first Archipelagic 
and Island States (AIS)  Forum 
which was held in Bali, 
Indonesia from 6th-8th October. 
During the forum, discussions on 
the following areas were held 
and how they relate to and are 
important for AIS: 1) Climate 
Change 2) Blue economy 3) 
Marine pollution and debris and 
4) Good maritime governance. 



Caribbean Airlines 
Cleanup

During the 2023 ICC season, the 
Caribbean Airline partnered with 
CYEN to host a series of beach 
cleanups. On October 14th, the 
Caribbean Airlines Team in 
Barbados cleaned Worthing 
Beach, Christ Church of 73.45kgs 
of marine debris.



Reception on Board the HMS Dauntless
Warship

CYEN was invited to a reception 
on board the HMS Dauntless on 
Tuesday 17th October 2023. 
During the reception, invitees 
had the opportunity to tour the 
Warship, interact with crew 
members and network with 
other invitees. There was a 
Ceremonial Sunset which 
brought the evening to a close.



Beach Cleanup with 
British Navy crew 
members from the 
HMS Dauntless

On Wednesday 18th October 2023, crew 
members from the HMS Dauntless, CYEN members 
and representatives from the British High 
Commission gathered at Skeete’s Bay, St. Philip to 
participate in a Beach Cleanup under the 
Barbados International Coastal Cleanup (BICC). 
The cleanup resulted in 0.16km of beach being 
covered, 29 bags of garbage and 166.43kgs of 
marine debris. 
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General Meeting 

CYEN in Barbados held a general meeting 

on Thursday 19th October 2023. During the 
meeting, the Finance Officer Mr. Jabari 

Jones, shared a financial statement of the 

chapter's finances. Additionally, other topics 

like a quarterly social, a planning meeting for 

2024 amongst other things were discussed.
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Preventing the Costs of 
Invasive Alien Species in 
Barbados and Countries 
of the OECS Workshop

On Monday October 23rd, 2023, CYEN 
participated in the regional GEF-funded project 
entitled ‘Preventing the Costs of Invasive Alien 
Species in Barbados and Countries of the OECS.’ 
This policy-development workshop was attended 
by the Administrative and Logistics Officer, Ms. 
Jahdae Parris. During the workshop, participants 
were placed into groups and were tasked with 
providing crucial critiques and/or 
recommendations for the further development of 
the National Invasive Species Strategy and Action 
Plan (NISSAP) and Invasive Alien Species Policy. 
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UN Day 2023 
Anniversary Reception

CYEN was invited by the UN Resident 
Coordinator’s Office to attend the UN 
Day 2023 Anniversary Reception which 
was held at the Parliament of Barbados 
on October 24th. CYEN was 
represented by Deputy National 
Coordinator, Mr. Kimar Hinds along with 
other distinguished guests from the UN, 
Government, Civil Society and the 
private sector. The reception served as 
an opportunity to network and share 
the work of CYEN in Barbados and 
across the region. 
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Barbados Internet Governance Forum 
On 26th October, National Coordinator in Barbados, Shannon 
Weekes participated in the Barbados Internet Governance Forum 
where she was on a panel. During the panel discussion, she talked 
about how CYEN used the internet to carry out activities as well as its 
mandates.
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NOVEMBER



Caribbean Energy and 
Investment Summit

On November 1st, CYEN 
participated in the Caribbean 
Energy and Investment Summit. In 
attendance was Public Relations 
Officer, Ivanna Odle who was on a 
panel during the Barbados 
Sustainable Energy Youth Forum. 
Ms. Odle along with other panelists 
such as Mr.Adien Rogers (HDF 
Energy) and  Dr. Nicholai Holder 
(UWI) discussed employment 
opportunities related to the energy 
sector, as the nation continues to 
transition from fossil fuels to 
renewables.



Early Warnings For 
All (EW4ALL) 

Workshop
CYEN was invited to participate in a 2-day 
consultative workshop from 1st-2nd November 
2023 on Early Warnings for All (EW4ALL). The 
workshop was attended by National 
Coordinator, Shannon Weekes. During the 
workshop, the different pillars of EW4ALL were 
thoroughly discussed highlighting the gaps in 
existing strategies for the EW4ALL pillars. CYEN 
was happy to be engaged in this workshop as 
disaster is everyone’s business! And it gives the 
organization an opportunity to further engage 
on disaster risk management.



General meeting and Mix and 
mingle with Nc in Dominica & 
President in St. Lucia

On November 9th, CYEN in 
Barbados held its general 
meeting and a meet and greet 
for Ferdison Valmond, NC in 
Dominica and Brodi Louis, 
President in St. Lucia. During this 
event, members heard about 
Kimar’s experience at the 
Archipelagic and Island States 
Forum in Bali, Indonesia while 
interacting with each other and 
learning more about what our 
colleagues in St. Lucia and 
Dominica are doing.



Interview with Lisa 
Kurapkat, Masters’ 
Student from Germany
On November 10th, the National Coordinator, 
Ms. Shannon Weekes, and the Administrative 
and Logistics Officer, Ms. Jahdae Parris, were 
interviewed by a Master student, Ms. Lisa 
Kurapkat. Ms. Kurapkat is doing her Master’s  
in Sustainable Regional Development at the 
University for Sustainable Development in 
Eberswalde, Germany.  Her thesis revolves 
around the development of a concept for 
the Barbados Trailway, a paved bicycle and 
pedestrian path located primarily on right-of-
way lands of the former Barbados Railway. 
During the interview, Lisa asked about the 
potential of integrating measures for young 
people into the trailway concept, current 
projects that have proven successful and 
how CYEN can be integrated as a key actor 
into the participative planning process long 
term as it relates to the Barbados trailway 
project. 



13th UNESCO Youth Forum
From November 13th-15th, UNESCO held 
its 13th UNESCO Youth Forum under the 
theme “Social Impacts of Climate 
Change and the need to achieve an 
equitable climate transition.” CYEN 
member and National Coordinator in 
Barbados, Ms. Shannon Weekes 
participated in the forum amongst other 
CYEN members. The forum was an 
opportunity for 170+ youth delegates 
from around the world to present 
recommendations to UNESCO on what 
youth want and how they can better 
incorporate youth into their 
programming activities. The forum also 
served as an opportunity for youth 
delegates to network with each other, 
Youth Ministers and UNESCO staff, 
learning about how youth are leading 
initiatives and/or lobbying for policy 
change in their countries.
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DECEMBER



2023 Planning 
Retreat

From December 8th-11th, CYEN in 
Barbados held its annual planning 
retreat at Inch Marlow Christ Church. 
During the retreat, a SWOT analysis 
for the chapter was reviewed and 
discussed and used to identify 
targets and objectives for the 
Chapter. Additionally, strategies and 
activities for the upcoming year 
were discussed. This planning retreat 
also gave members the opportunity 
to bond and get to know each 
other better.



IDB Group Complaint Mechanisms 
Virtual Workshop

CYEN members, Ms. Faith Waithe and Mr. 
Dominique Bryan attended an IDB 
workshop on 13th December entitled, 
“Grievance Mechanisms of IDB Group.” 
During the workshop, the purpose of and 
how to use the grievance mechanisms 
were discussed, the criteria for submitting 
complaints were also discussed and a live 
demonstration of how to file a complaint 
on the website was done. Some of the 
challenges were also discussed during the 
workshop. 
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